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ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS UPDATE

ARTHUR R. MARSFH

The 1991 Settlement Agreement ended the Everglades lawsuit and
was entered into by the federal government, the State of Florida and
the South Florida Water Management District. The subsequent Consent
Decree, as modified in 1995, specified that interim and long-term
phosphorus concentration levels for the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee
National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) must be met by Feb. 1, 1999, and
Dec. 31, 2006, respectively. The concentration levels vary monthly
because they are calculated as a function of water stage measured at
gaging stations 1-7, 1-8C and 1-9 within the Refuge. The stage range
within which the interim and. long-term concentration levels are
applicable is 15.42 to 17.14 feet (mean sea level). The monthly total
phosphorus concentrations are determined from water samples
collected at 14 interior marsh stations (LOX 3 through LOX 16). As
required in the Consent Decree, the concentrations are converted to a
geometric mean, which is compared to the interim and long-term
concentration levels.

Average stages in the Refuge were 15.82, 16.74 and 16.57 feet in
July, August and September 2001, respectively (Figure 1, Table 1).
The geometric means calculated from total phosphorus concentrations
measured in water samples collected in July, August and September
were 11.4, 10.0 and 9.6 ppb, respectively (Table 1). These geometric
mean concentrations were within the calculated interim limits. The July
geometric mean was less than the long-term limit, whereas the August
and September geometric means exceeded their respective long-term
limits.
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Table 1. Loxahatchee Nationa! Wildlife Refuge Total Phosphorus Compliance
Tracking.
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(1) Average Stage is calculated using stage elevations at three stations on the sampling
date

(2) The italicized values in parentheses for May-2000 included Lake Okeechobee
Recession special sampling data.

(3) Highlighted values indicate months when exceedances occurred
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Shark River Slough

The Consent Decree of 1995 specified that interim and long-term
total phosphorus concentration limits for discharges into the
Everglades National Park through Shark River Slough be met by
October 1, 2003, and December 31, 2006, respectively. The limits
apply to the water year ending September 30. The long-term total
phosphorus concentration limit for inflows to Shark River Slough
through structures S12A, S12B, S12C, S12D and S333 represents the
concentrations delivered during the Outstanding Florida Waters
baseline period of March 1, 1978 to March 1, 1979, and is adjusted for
variations in flow. In addition, it is required that phosphorus
concentrations be presented as 12-month moving flow-weighted
means.

Inflow concentrations of total phosphorus through Shark River
Slough are compared to the interim and long-term limits at the end of
each water year from 1989 to 2001 (Figure 2a). The 12-month
moving flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentration ending
September 2001 was 15.0 ppb. Corresponding interim and long-term
limits were 12.2 and 10.8 ppb, respectively. This is the second
consecutive year that both limits were exceeded for the water year
ending in September. Both the 2000 and 2001 water years were very
dry, resulting in lower volumes of flow with higher total phosphorus
concentrations entering the Park than those observed in wetter years.

The Settlement Agreement stipulates that the percent of flow-
weighted mean total phosphorus concentrations greater than 10 ppb
from each sampling event in any 12-month period must not exceed an
allowable value based on flow into Shark River Slough for the same
12-month period. For the 12-month periods ending July, August and
September 2001, the percent of flow-weighted mean total phosphorus
concentrations greater than 10 ppb was 78.9 for each period (Table
2). These percentages exceeded the allowable percentages for all
three 12-month periods. The individual sampling events and the 12-
month moving average are presented in Figure 2b.

Table 2 presents the moving flow-weighted mean concentrations
for each 12-month period beginning in October 1999 as well as the
corresponding interim and long-term total phosphorus concentration
limits, which are calculated using the 12-month period flow. For the
12-month periods ending-in July, August and September 2001, the
flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentrations were 12.5, 16.0
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Figure 2, 12-month moving flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentrations
at the inflows to the Everglades National Park (ENP) through Shark River
Slough compared to the interim and long-term targets. A. Concentration
at the end of each water year. B. 12-month moving average
concentration at the end of each month and the composite concentration

for each sampling event
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Table 2. Shark River Slough Total PhosporusConcentration Compliance Tracking
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12975 F e el 76 ) 391 . 404
13448 | 94 ) 94 | 76 ] 391 | 401
13951 " 94 | 94 | .76 - 31 - |}  -401
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13857 | 96 |- 94 | 76 . 522 | 401
1385.1 - 91, | 94 786 522 | 401
1401.5 98 9.4 76 - 57.7 - 401
1395.9 98 - | 94 76 607 - | 401
1294.6 .98 94 76 64.3 401
1214.6 98 . 9.4 76 65.5 401 .
10961 | 100 | - 94 76 69.0 40.1
9250 - 10.3 99 8.3 : 72.4 432
642.1 117 1M1 9.8 79.3 50.8
464.0 12.7 - 12.0 10.8 - 828 | 564
367.0 135 125 1.3 80.0 " 50.8
- 298.4 155 129 1.7 85.7 62.2
275.9 " 156 13.0 1.9 84.6 - 631
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-~ 08/30/01 221.0 12.8 13.3. 12.2 80.0 65.1
L 07/31/01 . 212.8 125 | 134 12.2 789 65.4
0B/31/01 324.0 16.0 12.8° 1.5 - 789 61.3
09/30/01 4197 15.0 122 10.8 78.9 57.9
Note: Italicized values exceeded allowed percentage




JANUARY 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS UPDATE

and 15.0 ppb, respectively. The July concentration was less than the
interim limit but greater than the long-term limit. The August and
September concentrations were greater than both the August and
September interim and long-term limits.

The daily mean flows through the individual Shark River Slough
structures and S334 from October 1999 through September 2001 are
presented in Figure 3a. A sharp increase in flow began on July 31,
2001, ending an essentially six-month no flow period. The relationship
between the sum of the daily mean flows at Shark River Slough
structures and the corresponding flow-weighted mean total
phosphorus concentrations for individual sampling events is presented

*in Figure 3b. Increasing flows into Shark River Slough beginning in

late July through September 2001 resulted in individual sampling
event total phosphorus flow-weighted mean concentrations decreasing
to 10.5 ppb by the end of September.
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A. Mean daily flows into Shark River Slough by structure. B. The
relationship between sum of mean daily flow at Shark River Slough

Figure 3.

structures and flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentration for

individual sampling events.
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Taylor Slough and The Coastal Basins

Under the Consent Decree, a single total phosphorus long-term
limit of 11 ppb, to be met by December 31, 2006, was set for the two
points of inflow to Taylor Slough (S332 and S175) and the inflow point
to the Coastal Basins (S18C). The 11 ppb limit applies to the water
year ending September 30. Beginning in August 1999, structure
S332D, a new pump station constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, began operation. The structure is adjacent to spillway
S174 and pumps water from the L31N canal into the L31W canal. The
$332D and S174 structures became the new inflow compliance
monitoring sites for Taylor Slough on October 1, 1999, replacing S332
and S175. However, the Settlement Agreement's Technical Oversight
Committee requested that data from both the old and new pairs of
inflow structures to Taylor Slough be presented for one year. This
request was made to determine if the differences between the two
data sets observed from August 1999 through March 2000 would
continue throughout a complete wet season/dry season cycle and what
implications this might have on future compliance with the 11 ppb
limit.

Inflow concentrations of total phosphorus to the Everglades
National Park through Taylor Slough and the Coastal Basins are
compared to the 11 ppb limit at the end of each water year using data
from both the old (S175, $332, S18C) and new (5174, S332D, S18C)
combinations of structures (Figure 4a). The bars in Figure 4a
represent the flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentrations
from S332, S175 and S18C for water years 1989 through 2001. The
diamond point values for water years 1999, 2000 and 2001 represent
the new combination of structures. Figure 4b presents the 12-month
moving average and individual sampling event flow-weighted mean
total phosphorus concentrations at both the old and new combinations
of structures. When the individual sampling event concentrations from
both the old and new combination of structures (Figure 4b) are
compared with the daily mean flow data presented in Figure 5a, it
appears that the variability between the data is less during higher
flows than during low/no flow periods.

The 12-month flow-weighted mean concentrations for July, August
and September 2001 were 7.5, 7.3 and 7.2 ppb, respectively, at the
new combination of structures and 8.9, 8.7 and 8.7 ppb, respectively,
for the old combination of structures (Table 3). The Settiement
Agreement stipulates that the percent of flow-weighted mean total
phosphorus concentrations greater than 10 ppb from each sampling
event in any 12-month period must not exceed a fixed value of 53.1
percent. The percentage of flow-weighted mean total phosphorus
concentrations greater than 10 ppb for the new combination was 10.7,
11.5 and 11.5 for the periods ending July, August and September,
respectively. For these same periods, the percentage for the old
combination was 6.7, 7.1 and 7.1, respectively (Table 6).
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Figure 4. A. Fiow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentration at the inflows to
the Everglades National Park through Taylor Slough and the Coastal
Basins compared to the 11 ppb long-term total phosphorus limit for
each year. B. The 12-month moving average and individual sampling
event flow-weighted mean total phosphorus concentrations at both the
old and new combinations of compliance monitoring sites.
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Table 3. Taylor Slough and the Coastal Basins Total Phosphorus Concentration Compliance
Tracking
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A comparison of flows between the old and new combination of
structures is presented in Figure 5.

The flow through S18C, along with the combined flows through
S$332 plus $175 and S332D plus S174, is presented in Figure 5a. The
water discharged from the downstream structures, S175 and S332, is
supplied through the upstream structures, S174 and S332D.

Figure 5b shows the sum of the daily mean flows at S18C and the
Taylor Slough structures and the corresponding flow-weighted mean
total phosphorus concentrations for each sampling event at both the
old and new combinations of structures. As the data indicate, there is
no linear relationship between daily mean flow and flow-weighted
mean total phosphorus concentrations for either set of structures.
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